
ORDINANCE NO. 54

ANIMALS

AN ORDINANCE, REPEALING NO. 2 (An Ordinance Licensing and Regulating the Keeping of Dogs)

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Definitions.

For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a
dil'ferent meaning.

Animal: Atry tnatntlal, reptile, amphibian, fish, bird (including all fowl ancl poultry) or other rnernber commonly
accepted as a patt of tlte animalkingdom, except homo sapiens. Animals shallbe classified as follows:

1. Domestic Atrinrols'. llleans those animals commonly accepted as a clot.nesticated l-rousehold pet. U,less
otherwise defined, such atrimals shall include dogs, cats, caged birds, gerbils, hamsters, gLriirea pigs,
dotnesticated rabbits, fish, Iron-poisonous, noll-venomous and non-coristricting reptiles oi o,rpliiUIuns, and
other sirrilar animals.

2. Nort-Donrcstic Anintals or Wild Animols: Ineaus those animals comrnonly considerecl to be naturally wilcl and
trot trained or domesticated, or which are collurorlly consiclered due to size, wild lature or other chaiacteristics
to be inherently dangerous to the health, safety, ancl welfare of people. Unless otherwise deflned, such a,irnals
shall inclLrde:

a. Any merrber of the large cat family (farnily Felidae) inclucling but not limited to lions, tigers,
cougal's, bobcats, leopards and jaguars, but excluding commonly accepted domesticatecl liouse
cats.

b. Any naturally wild tretnber of the canine farnily (farnily Canidae) including but not limited to
wolves, foxes, coyotes, dingoes, and jackals, but exclLrding commonly accepted domesticated
dogs.

c' Atty crossbt'eeds such as the crossbreed between a wolf and a dog, unless the crossbreed is
corrrnonly accepted as a domesticated house pet.

d' Any mernber or relative of the rodent farnily including but not lirriiteclto any skunk (whether or
not de-scented) raccoon, squirrel, or ferret, but excluding those members otherwise defined or
cornrnonly accepted as domesticated pets.

e. Any poisonolls, veltotllous, constrictir.rg, or inherently dangerous member of the reptile or
arnphibian families includirtg but not limited to rattlesnakes, boa constrictors, pit vipers,
crocodiles and alligators.

f. Any animal the keeping of which is licensed or prohibited by state or federal law.

g. Any other atrirnal which is not explicitly listed above but which can be reasonably defined by the
tern-rs of this section, including, butnot limitedto bears, deer, weasels, badgers, r.nonkeys, apes,
bison and game fish.

3. Other Animnls.' Ineatts those animals cornmonly associated with a farm or performing wor.k in arr
agricultural setting. Unless otherwise defined, such animals include, but are 1ot linited to, members of
the equestrian farnily (horses, tnules, llamas, alpacas), bovine family (cows, bulls), sheep, poultry
(cltickens, turkeys), fow[ (ducks, geese, turkeys, ostriches, emus), swine (including Vietnarnese potbellied
pigs), goats, and other anir.nals associated with a fann, ranch, or stable.



Generaf Prohibition: It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or harbor a,y cattle,sheep, goats, swine, me,rbers ofthe equestria, farnily (lrorses, potries, etc') or poultry withi, the city limits, except as may be pe'nitted according to thefollowing req uirentents:

l' A one-time permit rray be issued to occupants which allow domestic poultry keepi,g on single residentialdwelling properties.

The perrnit shall t'Lrn with the applicant for a specified property and shall expire upon discontinuance of theuse' changes in pertnit applicant on the same propelty, or the same appricant on a cliff'erent propefty, shallrequile the issuance of a new perntit.
All animals and confitterllertt areas(s) shall be maintained in a healthy ancl sanitary co,ditio,.

The confine,re,t area define shall contai, no greater than 10 pourtry.

The confittelnent area is required to tleet tw.ice the required side and rear yarcl zoning setback requirements foraccessory structures as described in the Zoning Orclinance #36.

Poultry shall be co,fined in a, appropriate structur.e ard fenced ru, area.

The confinenletrt structltre and fenced run area shall not be locatecl between a principal structure and anyresidential street, with the exception of a platted alley.

'flte confinernetrt strttcture shall contain a roof and finished exterior wails consisti,g of year-round weathernraterials.

9' fhe confllletleut area shall not consist of any type of vehicle or equiprnent, whether or pot operative.

l0' The poultry owner shall prevent animal noise coming fi'om occurring on the property which is audible fli.onradjacent or nearby properlies. W
l l. PoLrltry odors shail,ot be detectibre on adjacentornearby properties.

12' The poLrltry owller shall prevent conditions which constitute a public r.lrisance.

Animals at Large: No person shall pemiit any horse, mule, clonkey, or pony of which he or she is the owne., caretaker, orcustodian to be at large when it is offthe pr"r,iir.. owned oi rented by the owner and not under his or her individualrestrai nt.

Non-Domestic or Exotic Animals: It is unlawfttl for any persou to keep, maintain or harbor animals as theretoforedescribed.
Animal Control Authority: Atr agellcy of the state, county, rnunicipality, or other gover.r.ne.tal subdivisio, of the statewhich is resportsible for animal control operations within iisjurisdiction. The Hubb*ard county Sherifps Deparlment shallbe designated as the a,imal control authority for the city of Nevis.

At Large: off the premises of the owner atrd not uncler the control of the owner or a mernber of his or her imrnediatefamily, either by leash or otherwise.

cat: All cats over 4 nlotttlts of age. Cnl t.neans any male or females of the feline species, comr.nonly accepted asdonresticated household pets.

l'eral cat: A feral cat is a descendant of a clotnesticated cat that has retulned to the wild a stray cat which is a pet that hasbeen abarrdoned or lost and is fr.ee roaming.

I)angerousDog:Shallhavetherrea,ir.rggivenitinM.S.34l.5oSubcl.2ancl3.

"Dangerous dog" r.neans any dog that has:
SLrbd. 2 Dangerous Dog.
1' without provocatiotl, inflictecl substantial bodily harm or.r a human being on public or private proper-ty;
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2' killed a domestic anitnal without provocation while off the owner,s property; or
3' been found to be potentially danget'ot-ts, anclafterthe owner has notice thatthe dog is potentially da,gerous, thedog aggressively bites, attacks, or endangers the safety of humans or clornestic animals.

"Potentially dangerous dog" rneans any dog that:
Subd. 3.potentially dangerous riog.
I' wlten uttprovoked, inflicts bites on a hurran or dornestic animal on public or. private property;2' when unprovoked, cltases or approacltes a person, inclLrding a person on a bicycle, upou the streets, sidewalks, orany public or private propefty, other than the clog owner's property, in an apparent attitucle of attack; or3' has a ktrow, prope,sity, tendency, or clisposition to attack unprovoked, causing injury or otherwise threatening t,esafety of hurnans or dontestic animals.

Dog: All dogs over 4 tnontlts of age' Dag lneans any male or female of the canine species, com,ro.ly accepted asdomesticated household pets.

Great Bodily [Iarm: Shall have the Inealting given it in M.S. 609.L2,subd. B. ,,Great bodily har.rn,, mear]s bodily injurywhich creates a high probability of death, o. *hi"h causes serious perrna,ent disfigurement, or which causes a perrnarentor prott'acted loss or irnpairment of the function of any bodily,r"rib", or organ or-other serious bodily harm.

Non-Domestic or Exotic Animal: Any wild atrimal, reptile, or fowl which is not naturally ta,ie or ge,tle but is of a wilddisposition or which' becattse of its sizl, vicious ,ature or other characteristics would constitute a danger to hurnan health,safety or property.

owner: Atry person, firll, corpot'ation, orgartization, or departrlent possessing, harboring, keeping, having an interest ir.r,ol having care, custody, or colltrol ofa dog or cat.

l'erson: Any individual, patluership, corporation, finn, organization, depaftrnent or group, however organized.

Pro;rer Bnclosure: Shall have the meaning given it in M.S. 34l.So,Subd. 4. proper erclosure.
"Propet'ettclosure" Ineans securely cotrfined indoors or in a securely enclosed ancl locked pen or structure suitable toprevent the anilnal fi'oln escapillg a,d provicling protectio, no, ttre elements for the dog. A proper enclosure does notinclucle a porch, patio, or ally part of a house, garage, or other structure that would allow the clog to exit of its ownvolition' or ally house or structure in which *iraoi'. are operl or in wnich door or wi,clow screers are the only obstaclesthat prevent the dog fi.ont exiting.

llestrain: The animal is on the premises of the person harboring or keeping the animal or that the anirnal is efrectivelyt'estrainedbyaleash,chaitr,orelectroniccontroldeviceiswithi"n 
l0feetoitr.,epersonnavingcustodyofitandisobedient

to the contntand ofthat persou.

Substantial Bodily flarm: Shall have the meaning give, it in M.S. 609.o2,Subd. 7(a). ,,substantiar bodiry ha.r,, rnearlsbodily i,jtrry which itrvolves a temporary bLrt subsiaitial disfrgurelnent, or which 
"u,ir", 

a temporary but substantial losso| ilnpairtrent of tlte furtctiotl of any uoiity rnernber oI. orgur,,"o. which callses a fi.acture of any bodily rner.nber.

I)OGS AND CA'IS

ILegistration and Licensing llequirements: Every person who owns a dog or cat shall cause t6e anirnal to be registeredand licensed as hereafter provicled.

License Tag and Fees: Alldogs and cats kept in this city shall be registered in the office of the city clerk. The ow,ershall obtain a license and a tag for each a,inial and pay io. a fee as the city council rnay, by ordi,a,ce, adopt. The tagshould be attached to the colla. of the animal' If the tag is lost o. stolen, tlie owner shall receive a duplicate license a,cltag upolt paymellt to the city clerk, a fee, as p.ovided. The animal tags are not transferable ancl ,o refu,ds shall be madeon arly licertse becattse of leaving the city bef'ore expiration ortt.," ti""ire period.
Ilabies and Distemper rnoculation: No license shall be issued for a dog or a cat unless the owner shall show writte'evidencethattheaninlalhasbeeninoculatedforthepreventionofrabies-anddisternperwit6inthepast 

2years.



'I'erms of License: The license period shall be for the whole or unexpired portion of the year ending on the ensuing Marc.31.

New Residents in the city: Any person who moves into and becornes a resident of the city and who owrs a dog or catwithi, the city shall cause the satne to be registered ancl licensed as provided rrerein within a period of not more than 30days after becoming a resident of the city.

llunning at Large:
I ' Dogs attd cats which run at large will be trapped and transported by the anirnal control authority.

Dog and Cat Nuisances:
l' Itshall beunlawfulforanyownertofailtoexercisepropercarea,dcontrolofhisorheranimartoprevent

thent from becoming a public nuisance.

2' It shall be considered a truisance fot'any animal to bark or cry excessively; to molest, arroy, or bite ary persor.rif tlte person is Irot on the property of the owner or custodian of the unin.,ui; or to damage, clefile, or destroypublic or private properfy. 
lrrY Err.rrsr,

3' Failure of tlte owner or custodian of a dog or cat to prevent the a,imal fi.om comrnitti,g a nuisance is aviolation of the chapter.

confinement of certain Animals: Every dog or cat in heat shall be confined in a building or other secure e,closure, i, alnarlller that it cannot corre into contact with inother dog or rui.*..p, for plannecl breeding.

Impoundment ancl Redemption Procetlures: The city will abide by rules and regulations set up by the a,imal co,trolauthority.

IIUMANE TREATMENT

Improper care: It shall be unlawful for any ownel'to fail to provide animals with sufficient good and wholesome foodatrd water' pl'oper shelter and protection fi'olt.t weather, veterinary care when needed to prevent suffering, and with hu',anecare and treatrlent.

cruelty fo Animals: It shall be unlawful for any owner to beat, cruelly ill-treat, torment, or otherwise abuse any animal.

Diseasetl Animals:
1' Running at large: No person shall keep or allow to be kep.t on his or her prelnises, or on premises occupied bythet,' Iror permit to rttn at large in the city, a,y a,imal wliicn is diseased so as to be a da,ger to the health andsafety of any persons in the city.

2' confinernent: Any aninlal reasoltably suspected of being diseased and presenting a threat to the health a,dsafety of the public, lr-ray be apprehended, seized, and confinecl in an impound facility by the animal controlaLrthority' The anitral control authority sirall have a lualified veterinaria, exarnire the anir,al. If the animal isfbLrnd to be diseased in such a rrallner so as to be a danger to the health and safety of the public, the animalcontrolauthority shallcause such animalto be killed and shallproperry airpor" of the renrains. The owrer ofthe anirnal killed unde. this sectio, shall be liable to the city roi tnl cost of n.,aintaini.g, destroying ancl

lltffiil:ffithe 
anirnal, plLrs the costs of any veteri,arian examinatio,s and those f,";;;,;i;;porna facility,

3' Release: If the aninlal, ttpotr exarnination, is not founcl to be diseased within the mea,irg of this section, theanirnal shall be released to the owner as provided i, trris chapter.

Dcclaration/Designation of Dangerous or Potentially Dangero_us Dog: The provisions of M.S. 347 .Sothrough 347 .565(conlnlonly referred to as the "Dangerous Dog Regulations")-are hereby"adopt.a unJ in"orporated herein by reference, astlte sante tnay be amended f'oni tirne to tilrre, and must be aihered to ii all respects, except as otherwise explicitlyprovided in this section' The animal control authority ,ruy J".tr'" a dog to be'dangerors or pote,tially dangerous whe,the animal co,trol authority has probable cartse to believe that a dog is claugerous or potentially dangerous as those terr.r.rs



are defined in this chapter. In addition to those factors defining dangerous or potentially dangerous dog, the following
factors may be considered irt determining whether to designate a dangerous or potentiaily clangerous dog.

L This declaration will be enforced through tlie Law Enforcement authority.

Eltlbrccmctrt:'I-he atlitttal cotttt'olauthority shallenlorce the provisions of this chapteranclany otlrer.applicable larvs.

itll)r l)ersoll, u'ithitt the city, to violate a statutc or t'ule of the State of'Minnesota clealing rvith the car.e. kcepirrg,.r-
lreatlttellt ol'allitltals. Any police o1'1lcer or such other anintal control autlrority as clesignated by thc City Colncil. having
rcasotlablc car'tse to believe 1ltat a pcrsott ltas or is violating a provision ol'this chapter or the oonditions. lirnitations.
rcst|icliorrs or plohibitiotts of atty pertriL ot'license the city issues uncler this chapter. lnay apply to t5e appr.opriate
aLrlhority as prescribed by larv fbr a warrant etrpowering the police oIficer or aninral control offlcer to enter the clwelling
o| t'esiclencc ol'the or'vner or keeper o1'any attintal f'or the plrpose of investigaling the salre a1d to clemalcl the owler,s or
liccller's ltlcscntation of'tlrc anirrral to thc policc olllcel or aninral contr.ol authority.

Interf'erence lvith Animal Control Authority prohibitcd:
I' No pcrson slrall itt any lllatttter llolest. hinder'. or interf'ere rvith alty persoll autlrclrized by t6e C]ity Clogncilor

attitllal colltrol authorily tcl capturc attcl se ize dogs. czrts, or other anillals ancl cclnvey tSem to an irnpouncl
facility wltile sr.rch persoll is engagecl in theirofl-icial capacity of aninralcare arrclcontroldgties, gperatiop. alcl
[ltlcliotls on behallol'the city. Nol shallany ttnauthorizecl pcrson break open an irrpound Iacility. orattelupt to
do so' ortahe ot'attetttpt to talie II'ont alty agcnt thereol'any animal talien Lrp by him or 6cr in corittrrliapce rvith
this c:haptcr. oI itr atrY other ruatrlter irrtell'erc u,ith or hindcr such person or anintal contr.ol authoriiy irr thc
clischalgc ol'his or hel clrrties turcler this chapter.

2. A violaliotl o1'atty sectiott of tltis city ordinauce is a nrisdemeanor. E,ach day a violation o1'this claptcr.is
cotttrllittccl or peltttitlcrl to crllttittue shall constitr"rte a separate of'[ense anct sitall be ltLrnisSable as such uucler
this scction.

Pcnaltr,:
I' Alr,vpersolrvitllafingatll,ltt'tx,isi0nso['thischapterortheprovisionsof'M.S.374.51.341.515.orj47.52sha11

be gtrilty ol'a n'risclenleanor.

2. It is a tllisdetlleatlot'to rclt.tove a ntict'ochip lionr a dangerous or potentially clangerous clog. to l'ail to r.cletr,the
legistration ol'a datlgcrotts dog. to liril to ziccor-rnt fbl a sign a Ialse a{fidavit rvitli respect to a clangerous dog's
cleath or t'cttloval 1l'otr the.itrrisdiction, or to fail to disclosc orvnership ol'a clangerous clog to a proper-ty owler
ll'onr rvhon.t the person rellts prollerty.

3. Ilach claV a violltion olthis cltapter is cotnrnitted or perrnittecl 1o contirrue shall constitrrte a scpar.ate ollerise
arrcl sllall be ptrnislrable as sttclt Ltltclel tltis sectiort. A lterson rvhci is convicted of a secopcl or.subsecprent
violatiott o{'clivision (1) or (2) abovc is guilty of a gross misclemealor.

Ordinance NO. 54 has been voted on attd approved this 12tr' day of Augu st,202l by the Nevis City Council.

Yes: Jeanne Thompson, Telesa Leshovsky, Katie Rittgers
No:
Absent: Sue Gray

ATTEST:

Seal

./.

;
Dawn Veit, City Adrninistrator

Qsp;6 Uhw,yn-


